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and acrimony for the control of the speech and education of every
child.

With such an array of nationalities, never in all their history on
terms of friendliness towards one another, with all of diem
habituated to a civilization of laxity and primitiveness, with the
Ruthenians themselves split into fighting factions, with even the
question of language unsettled and the subject of bitter quarrels,
with the country backward, impoverished, ravaged by infections,
diseases, and lacking in resources to make it affluent, the task of
the Czechs was from the start beset by endless difficulties and vexa-
tions. Of course they made many errors, sometimes inexcusable
ones. They themselves readily admitted their imperfection and
their blunders. Yet what strikes the observer as he wanders around
the country is evidence at every hand, not of blunders, but of
regeneration. The creative energies the Czechs had set in motion
from the moment of their arrival had never ceased to function. Like
the waters of a river they flowed over the land, stirring every person
they touched into a fresh adjustment and a fresh outlook on life.
Within only twenty years of administration they had advanced
further in every phase of human endeavour than in all the years
that they had misgoverned that unhappy land. Perhaps in no part
of the country had the extraordinary feeling of the Czechs for
reality and their competence attained such high distinction as in
Ruthenia. A land of desolation, it had, in spite of the misery and
poverty that hovered over every village, been given the understand*
ing and the benefits of a humane and scientific civilization. It had
been made to discover a new way of work and a new way of life.

Dr. Peishe, the superintendent of the hospital at Mukachevo,
told me that on his arrival he discovered that the only form of
cure in which the peasants trusted was medicine. If they com-
plained of a backache or swollen legs which was caused by kidney
disease they asked for a mixture with which to rub their backs or
their legs. If they were told that no medicine within the knowledge
of science could remove the pain from their back or the swelling
in their legs, unless they changed their mode of living and followed
a prescribed diet, they laughed or got angry and went home con-
vinced that the new doctors didn't know their busiaess. The